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REASONS IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST FOR PRE-APPEAL CONFERENCE 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1-40 under Section 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakayama et al. (U.S. Patent 4,531,1 19) in view of Krueger et al. (U.S. Patent 5,999,950) and 
Grover (U.S. Patent 5,818,437) and - with respect to Claims 25, 26, and 28 - Ho et al. (US 
Patent 6,307,541). Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection and requests reconsideration 
and withdrawal of this rejection. 

Claim 1 recites "receiving one or more signals generated by the user which specify one or more 
phonetic symbol categories each of which includes one or more syllables and at least one of which 
includes two or more syllables." The Examiner cited Table 5 in column 5 of Krueger et al. as 
teaching that user-generated signals can represent at least one phonetic symbol category that 
includes two or more syllables. However, nowhere in Table 5 or in the accompanying text does 
Krueger et al. teach or suggest that the user can specify a phonetic symbol category of two or 
more syllables. Instead, Krueger et al. teach that a user can specify a single syllable 
unambiguously by pressing a given key a given number of times. In particular, the user of the 
system of Krueger et al. can specify hiragana "ha" or hiragana "ba" or hiragana "pa" but cannot 
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specify a phonetic symbol category that includes "ha", "ba", and "pa." Claim 1 is therefore 
allowable. Claims 2-40 directly or indirectly recite similar language and are therefore similarly 
allowable. 

Claim 2 recites that "the one or more phonetic symbol categories are each associated with a 
respective distinct consonant by including all syllables that include the respective distinct 
consonant." The only teaching cited by the Examiner in support of rejecting Claim 2 is Nakayama 
et al. at column 3, lines 4-10. That paragraph of Nakayama et al. only describes which keys can 
be pressed to select from a number of candidate kanji derived from user-specified kana. Nothing 
in the cited passage teaches or suggests that a phonetic symbol category includes all syllables that 
include a particular consonant. As an illustration, Figure 3 of Nakayama et al. shows that each of 
the 5 kana that includes a "k" consonant sound is represented by a respective, different key: T = 
"ka"; G = "ki"; B = "ko"; H = "ku"; and * = "ke". Nakayama et al. neither teach nor suggest any 
way that a user can specify a group that includes all of those syllables that include the "k" 
consonant sound. Claim 2 is therefore allowable for this additional reason. Claims 3-4, 10-12, 
18-20 directly or indirectly recite similar language and are therefore similarly allowable. 

Claim 29 recites that "each of the one or more phonetic symbol categories corresponds to a 
distinct respective row of a fifty sounds table." As discussed above with respect to Claim 2, 
Nakayama et al. neither teach nor suggest any way that a user can specify a group that includes 
more than one syllable - i.e., that is ambiguous. Instead, Nakayama et al. teach only 
unambiguous user specification of syllables. Claim 29 is therefore allowable for reasons similar to 
those given above with respect to Claim 2. Claims 33 and 37 recite similar subject matter and are 
therefore similarly allowable. 

Applicant therefore respectfully submits that all pending claims are allowable over any 
combination of Nakayama et al. with Krueger et al., Grover et al., and Ho et al, assuming 
arguendo that such combination is properly motivated in the prior art. Claims 1-40 are therefore 
allowable. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

James D. Ivey 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 37,016 
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